A simple method of examining retroviral species produced by infected cells.
A simple and rapid method to examine the retroviral species present in the culture supernatant of productively infected cells is described. The method involves purification of viral genomic RNA directly from the culture supernatant and examination of that RNA by Northern or dot blot analysis. The method provides qualitative and quantitative information about the RNA species present and is particularly valuable for the detection of genetic variants in the population.